Westport River
Watershed Alliance

Watershed Education Program
Our mission:
to restore, protect, celebrate, and sustain
the natural resources
of the Westport River and its watershed

The Westport River Watershed Alliance (WRWA) is a
nonprofit environmental advocacy group that was
incorporated in 1976 to protect the natural resources in
the Westport River watershed, located at the entrance to
Buzzards Bay in southeastern Massachusetts. The
watershed encompasses parts of Fall River, Dartmouth,
Freetown, and Westport in Massachusetts and Little
Compton and Tiverton in Rhode Island.
WRWA’s mission is “to restore, protect, celebrate, and
sustain the natural resources of the Westport River and its
watershed.” The primary goals of the Alliance are to
promote the environmental integrity of the Westport River
watershed and its environs on Buzzards Bay, to advocate
the wise use and preservation of the natural resources to
the aesthetic, recreational, and economic benefit of the
citizens of the area; and to educate the general public to
the interrelationship of our water, soils, plants, animals,
and people.

The Watershed Education Program (WEP) is an
interdisciplinary environmental education program developed by the
Westport River Watershed Alliance.
Originally designed to complement existing school curriculum within
the boundaries of the watershed of the Westport River, WEP has been
adapted for use within the Buzzards Bay watershed. WEP incorporates
the recommendations of the Massachusetts Science Curriculum
Frameworks into a series of teacher guides, workshops, and field
studies. Our education director continually adapts the current WEP
program curriculum to newly published standards.
The main emphasis of the primary grade (PreK-2) lessons is
environmental awareness. For grades 3-5, the focus shifts to introduce
our relationship with the environment and our impact on nature.
Middle school activities (grades 6-8) focus on local sources of pollution
and its impact on the water quality of the river and ground water. In
high school, students have a chance to experment with environmental
chemistry and use water quality kits to assess the health of local
streams.

“In the end we will conserve only what we love;
we will love only what we understand;
and we will understand only what we are taught.”
(Baba Dioum, 1968.)

Inspiring
Future River
Stewards

WRWA has been
connecting students,
teachers, and families
to the Westport River
for more than 40 years.
Through a hands-on
experiential learning
approach, our
environmental
educators introduce
you to all the
watershed has to offer.
When viewing the
Westport River from
the open water, you
can spy osprey,
examine crabs, or seine
for fish. Our programs
offer the chance to
experience the
Westport River as a
living classroom,
whether you’re a child
discovering the river
for the first time, a
life-long lover of the
water, or a visitor with
a few hours to spare.

Watershed Education Program (WEP)
Sponsors and Endowment
A key component of the WEP curricula is the hands-on learning opportunities. Students have to
get into the field to observe, measure and experience their environment. Off-site field studies
are incorporated into nine of the eleven grade levels of our program.
WRWA believes that WEP’s award-winning, hands-on approach to understanding the watershed
environment—from the upland forests to the coastal estuary—is essential for developing
tomorrow’s decision-makers and stewards.
Each year, over 2,000 school children participate in WRWA’s watershed education programs.
Our award-winning program enhances the existing school curriculum with hands-on, science
lessons and field studies in order to build a sense of local stewardship for our amazing natural
surroundings.
Your donations directly help us achieve our mission by:
• Counting yourself as active supporters of WRWA while we watch over the activities and
programs of our government and fellow citizens.
• Providing vital financial support of community and education programs that increase the
public’s environmental awareness and knowledge of important river-related issues.
• Supporting community projects that restore the river’s vital habitats.
WRWA is grateful to our corporate sponsors and education endowment supporters. We would
like to thank our current donors.
• BayCoast Bank funding has enabled WRWA to host two local college interns to assist with
our summer education and water quality monitoring programs.
• Elizabeth Atwater-Lawrence Education Endowment
• Van Sloun Foundation
• Massachusetts Service Alliance, Commonwealth Corps Program
• Lees Market
• On Point Property Group

Watershed Education Program
Classroom Program Topics and Field Studies
Preschool: Creatures of the Westport River
Kindergarten: Organic Gardening
Grade 1: Plants and Animals of Vernal Pools
Grade 2: Coastal Habitats
Grade 3: A Feathery Focus
Grade 4: The Estuary
Grade 5: The Dunes System
Grade 6: Wetland Wonders
Grade 7: Watershed Ecosystems
Grade 8: Marine Ecology
High School: Adopt-A-Watershed
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WRWA Summer Programs
Our summer programs offer children the opportunity to learn science, make friendships, and build
self-confidence, all while having fun in a relaxed, safe environment.

River Rats—Ages 3 to 6
Welcome the summer by exploring outdoors at the beach. Discover hidden treasures along our
shore, search for crabs and listen for birds along the coast. Through investigations, games, activities,
stories, and crafts, we uncover marine life and learn about the animals at the beach.

Coastal Explorers—Ages 7 to 9
Discover the wildlife in our coastal waters in this handson, science day program. We use a seine net to catch
critters, complete scavenger hunts, hike through the
dunes, play fun games on the beach, and create crafts
from natural objects.

Watershed Explorers—Ages 12-16

Explore the Westport River watershed and beyond in this program designed for
the young outdoor enthusiasts. Through hikes on land and paddling on the
water, we see many sections of our local rivers. We spend three days kayaking
and paddle-boarding with Osprey Sea and Surf Adventures.

River Ed-ventures—Ages 9 to 11

Head out on WRWA’s skiff to explore the Westport River by boat. We use a plankton net,
pull up crab pots and observe osprey nests. Participants also have the chance to dissect
an animal and find out how they survive in this marine habitat.

Ryan Palmer
Service Member and
Steward of the Watershed

For three years the Westport River Watershed Alliance has
been selected as one of eighteen partners to host two
Commonwealth Corps members who serve for ten and a half
months in a stipended, full-time capacity. These Corps
members, strengthen and expand our Watershed Education
Program impacting more than 2,000 students from Pre-K to
Grade 12 in our area schools.
In 2016-17 one of our Corps members was Ryan Palmer, a
Westport native whose family raised him here on the river.
Known by his nature name “Squid”, Ryan’s earliest memories
are of quahogging with his father and catching crabs with a
friend who lived at the Point. He remembers lessons from our
WRWA education staff headed by Shelli Costa, especially a trip
to Angeline Brook where they tested the water. He was in Dan
Harrington’s Environmental Science class in high school, and
as a senior he wrote the winning essay for our annual
scholarship award. He credits the Watershed Education
Program with instilling a deep interest in the environment and
a desire to protect it.
Ryan has had a chance to give back to his community through
a program he enjoyed. He inspired the next generation of
Westporters to become active partners in the protection of
the Westport River.

Other Programs Offered
Watershed Models and Demonstration
This activity covers the water cycle and the watershed
concept through the use of models. The watershed
model illustrates the various sources of pollution to a
river in a small town. Using spray bottles to represent
rain and various colored crystals to represent pollution
sources, students watch as the clear water in the river
clouds up with different forms of pollution. WRWA also
has a model that displays how groundwater moves
below the earth’s surface and how drinking wells
function.
Life Cycle of a Horseshoe crab
Horseshoe crabs are amazing creatures that were
around at the time of the dinosaurs. WRWA has a life
sized model of the outside and inside of a horseshoe
crab. Students learn about the different adaptations
these creatures have that help them to survive in their
coastal environments. We explore their slow
development as part of their life cycle and why their
numbers are declining.
Sand, Shells, and Sea Creatures
What is sand made of and where does it come from?
Using magnifying glasses and magnets, students
observe the amazing properties of sand. Students
learn about shellfish and how they make their own
shelter. Students are also introduced to creatures that
live in local rivers. They examine these live animals to
find their adaptations and how they survive in
underwater habitats.
Hands-On Natural Science in the Courtyard
A number of different exercises can be used in the
school courtyard to supplement the natural science
activities you may be covering in class. They range
from activities such as scavenger hunts, nature
journaling, and the web of life, to plant and tree I.D.
Please contact Education Director to create a program
that will complement your classroom studies.
Contact: Shelli Costa—wep@wrwa.com

Education Endowment
Van Sloun Foundation
Established in 1991 by Neil and Sue Van Sloun, the Van
Sloun Foundation has supported established and
developing charities in the veterinary and medical sciences,
botanical and horticultural development, land conservation,
and education. The Foundation provides grants to more
than 35 organizations throughout the country.
With a $52,500 gift in November 2004, the Van Sloun
Foundation established the WRWA’s Van Sloun Education
Endowment Fund (the Fund). Since then the Van Sloun Foundation has continued to support
WRWA educational programs with supplemental gifts to the Fund. As of December 31, 2016,
the Fund’s value was more than $147,000, a combination of cumulative gifts, earnings, and
appreciation less annual distributions for program use.
In accordance with WRWA policy and terms and conditions established for use of WRWA’s
Educational Endowments, each year up to 5 percent of the Fund’s value on December 31 of the
previous year may be distributed for direct support of Alliance educational programs. In 2017
$7,360 was used.

Elizabeth Atwood Lawrence Education Endowment
In 2004 WRWA established the Dr. Elizabeth Atwood Lawrence Education Endowment with
grants from the Oliver S. and Jennie R. Donaldson Charitable Trust, the Ida S. Charlton Charity
Fund, and private gifts. More than $100,000 was contributed to the endowment.
Dr. Lawrence was a remarkable woman. A long-time resident of Westport, she spent her early
summers here where she learned to love nature. She went on to earn doctorates in veterinary
medicine and anthropology. In 1960, Dr. Lawrence returned to Westport and established a
veterinary practice on Old Harbor Road, until she launched her remarkable and distinguished
career teaching at Tufts University where her course exploring human-animal relationships was
mandatory for all first-year students. Dr. Lawrence’s life was extraordinary, and WRWA is
pleased that gifts in her honor continue to sustain the Watershed Education Program.

Here’s What
Our Friends
Have to Say
“I have loved going on field studies with the
students. One of my favorite activities is seining
with Shelli. The kids are so excited to see what
we’ve caught in the net when we come in. I also
enjoy visiting the very youngest students with a
creature from the river once a month all winter. I
love asking them what they think we might bring
the following month. My favorite so far was the
little nursery schooler who was hoping for a
unicorn!”
Bonnie Stropp, volunteer educator

"WRWA has an exceptionally strong partnership
with local schools, and their Watershed Education
Program—spanning grades K-12—is creating the
next generation of environmental stewards. Our
staff was impressed by the way the program's
hands-on approach to science engages
students—it's a great model for other watershed
groups to follow.”
Julia Blatt, Director MA Rivers Alliance
representing 64 watershed groups

“Westport River Watershed Alliance's, Watershed
Education Program has become the cornerstone
of my Water as an Environment Unit. It gives the
unit a real life goal that we would otherwise not
have. Testing water quality and then analyzing
our results to determine the environmental health
of a watershed is the single most important thing
we do! “
Dan Harrington, teacher Westport High School
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