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The Westport River Watershed Alliance (WRWA) is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) environmental
education, advocacy and research group, formed in 1976 to protect and conserve the natural
resources of the Westport River and its 100-square mile watershed located at the entrance to
Buzzards Bay in southeastern Massachusetts. The Westport River watershed includes the
communities of Westport, Dartmouth, Fall River and Freetown in Massachusetts, and Tiverton
and Little Compton in Rhode Island.

A Voice for the River

Since organizing in 1976, we have listened to the River and its waterways: the sounds of
water, wind, and the creatures with which we share this magical corner of the world.
Members often tell us they feel privileged to live in this special place, one that encourages
reflection, relaxation and renewal. Our sole objective is to protect the environment we all
share, and to assure that our children and theirs will be inspired to preserve this treasure as
well.

How do we do we do this?

e Through research. An active volunteer network led by our professional staff gathers data
on and performs frequent tests of water quality throughout the entire 100 square mile
watershed.

¢ Through collaboration. Together with the Town of Westport and regional environmental
groups and officials, we observe, assess and advise on trends that indicate potential
threat(s) to the River’s fragile ecosystems.

e Through advocacy. By nurturing relationships with local, regional and state officials we
seek to influence decision making, development of regulations and legislative initiatives
that will sustain River water quality and where needed, to improve it.

WRWA'’s Guiding Principles

e A healthy watershed with its natural beauty is an asset for the entire community.

e Recreational and commercial use of the River is part of our heritage and culture.

e Human activity has a major impact on River health.

e Aclean River and clean drinking water are linked.

e Science guides our actions and advocacy for the watershed.

e Building collaborative relationships with government and community groups helps to
achieve shared goals.

e Educating our youth ensures the continuation of responsible stewardship.
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Letter from WRWA President and WRWA Executive Director

Dear Members and Friends:

As we reflect on 2024, we are grateful for the collective effort that has strengthened the Westport River
Watershed Alliance (WRWA) and advanced our mission to protect and celebrate the Westport River and

its surrounding environment. This year, we embarked on a transformative journey to create a multi-year
strategic plan, engaging our Board of Directors, staff alongside over 80 community members. Their valuable
insights helped shape WRWA into a more effective, inclusive, and engaging organization as we move forward.

Collaboration has been a key theme of our work, and we are proud to have partnered with the Westport
Conservation Land Trust and local farmers on the Cover Crop Project. This initiative, in its inaugural year, has
provided support to four farmers, helping them preserve topsoil over the winter months by planting a winter
crop that would otherwise be uneconomical. By reducing runoff and enhancing soil health in areas close

to the River, this project is a critical step in ensuring a more sustainable growing season for years to come.
WRWA supported 75% of this initiative costs and the farmers contributed the remainder.

Additionally, 2024 marked the launch of our free river tours, a program designed to provide local families—
who may not have had the opportunity—to experience the river’s natural beauty and ecological significance
firsthand. Due to its success, we are excited to double the number of tours next year, expanding opportunities
for more families to explore the unique and special areas of the Westport River. Additionally to ensure that
everyone, including those with physical challenges or limited access to boats, can experience the river’s
beauty, WRWA will debut a new video that captures the essence of a river journey, blending breathtaking
perspectives from the water’s surface with stunning aerial views, much like those seen by an osprey in flight.

Building upon our past educational initiatives, WRWA has strengthened its partnerships with local schools,
expanding our curriculum to provide deeper insights into climate change, resilience, and conservation. We
welcomed new collaborations that help broaden the scope of environmental education for students and
adults alike.

Our financial standing remains strong, thanks to the unwavering support of donors, members, area
businesses, corporations, generous foundations, and grant opportunities. We were also honored to receive
unexpected bequests from dedicated members, further solidifying our ability to sustain and grow our
programs.

Looking ahead, we are eager to continue our beloved annual events, including River Day, the Summer
Concert, the Gala, and our Summer Educational Programs. As we approach WRWA'’s 50*" anniversary in
2026, we recognize the incredible journey that has led us here and remain dedicated to strengthening our
impact for future generations. We encourage you to stay connected—visit our website, engage with our
emails, and keep up with our latest initiatives through the online River News.

Thank you for your continued support, passion, and commitment to preserving the Westport River
Watershed. Together, we are making a lasting impact on our environment and our community.

With gratitude,

RMAMD Lot VO eV

R. Michael Sullivan Deborah Weaver
WRWA President Executive Director



Westport River Watershed Alliance
2024 Finances*

In 2024, Operations showed a Net Income of $72,638, or approximately 9.4% of Operating Income. Total
revenue increased to $773,222, driven by strong growth in Contributions (5369,114) and Events Revenue
(5243,987), along with higher Grant Revenue ($61,119) and Program Revenue ($55,767). While Endowment to
Operations decreased to $43,235, overall revenue growth outpaced the prior year. Expenses rose to $700,584,
reflecting continued investments in key areas, including Community Engagement ($116,054), Education
(5144,021), and Science and Advocacy (5113,189). Notably, Education saw the largest year-over-year increase,
emphasizing the organization’s commitment to outreach and learning initiatives.

Revenue $ 773,22

Endowment
$43,235

Contributions $369,114 Contributions,
Endowment to Programs, $369,114
Operations $43,235 $55,767
Events $243,987
Grants $61,119 Cra
Programs $55,767 $61,119
Total $773,222

Events, $243,987

Expenses S 700, 5
Development and

= Science and

Finance, Axoraey

$99,729 :
Administration $105,393 $113,189
Community $116,054 acilities,
Engagement - . $39,331

| " Administration,

Qeve opment an $99,729 $105,393
Finance
Education $144,021 Events, $82,867
Events $82,867
Fa.cllmes $39,331 Education e
Science and $113,189 $144,021 e
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Total $700,584
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2024 Education Programs

Kim Botelho, Education Director and Michaelah Vasconcellos, Lead Environmental Educator

Alex Cameron—Aquarist, Kaitlyn daSilva and Zoey Reis—Summer Educators

The Westport River Watershed Alliance (WRWA) connects children to the
Westport River and its watershed through the Watershed Education Program
(WEP), a model for district-wide environmental education. In 2024, we made
great strides updating the WEP curriculum to better address required state
standards while focusing more specifically on the ecological importance of
habitats within the watershed, climate education, and civic engagement. We
also began expanding into other watershed towns, updating evaluation tools and
processes, and increased free opportunities for the public in the River Center.
This year, WRWA provided over 200 programs to nearly 5000 students in grades
Pre-K - 12 in Westport and Fall River, MA. Here are some highlights:

e We provided monthly programs for every Pre-K and Kindergarten class at the

Macomber Primary School. Preschoolers learned about different animal groups

found in the watershed and kindergartners learned about plants, their life
cycles, and helped us plant a new native pollinator garden in the schoolyard.

* At the Westport Elementary School, WRWA provided bimonthly programs for
every first and second grade class, monthly programs for every third grade
class, and one classroom program for fourth graders. We also provided field
studies for all four grades.

e At the Westport Middle High School, fifth graders participated in a new
classroom series focused on climate impacts to coastal ecosystems and civic
engagement activities that informed the Westport Climate Resilience
Committee. They also participated in a dune field study and restoration project.

e Every seventh grade class received a program focused on the anatomy, life
cycle, and importance of horseshoe crabs for coastal birds, the bait industry
and medical applications. Every eighth grade class examined plankton, their
unique adaptations, and worked in teams to design a new plankton species.

* Kim Botelho was invited to present the fifth grade program as a global example
of restoration education for the United Nations’ Decade of Restoration at the
North American Association for Environmental Education’s international
conference in November.

e In 2024, WRWA completed its 27" summer of science programming. At the
same time the River Center was open for seven weeks during the summer,
Thursday - Saturday, completely free-of-charge. Each week featured a different
theme with related hands-on activities. We also provided monthly open days
the first Saturday of each month and special open days during school vacation.
We tripled the number of participants from the previous year!

e The GG summer scholarship program was modified to reach families in need
and to provide discounts to families with multiple children. WRWA provided
nearly $3000 in scholarships to more families than ever before.

e The summer Watershed Discovery Programs were a huge success, filling 77 out
of 80 spaces.

e WRWA launched a River Tour pilot season and provided 12 tours to families
enrolled in the summer program that do not have their own access to the River.

WRWA'’s 2024 Education Program
is made possible by
generous support from:

BayCoast Bank

Gay Gillespie Scholarship Fund

Heath Family Fund
Lawrence Family Fund
Lees Market
North American Association of
Environmental Education
Science Near Me
Tom and Kate Schmitt
Van Sloun Foundation
Wattles Family Fund

Westport Education Foundation




2024 Science and Advocacy

Roberta Carvalho, Science Director

This was a year of meaningful progress, 2024 Data Summary
collaboration, and discovery as staff and
committees focused on strategic planning West | Charlton | Rainfall
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2024 Data Highlights—Bacteria levels show
improvements over time. Fecal coliform
levels appear lower overall compared to 2022 and 2023, with fewer extreme
spikes. The highest recorded value in 2024 was 970 colonies/100 mL at Head of
Westport, which is significantly lower than the peaks in previous years. Rainfall
levels were generally lower in 2024, which may explain the reduced fecal coliform
levels compared to previous years.

Salt Marsh Resilience Studies—WRWA Board President Mike Sullivan and
volunteers continued with tidal measurements in the Westport River. This year,
three tide measurement stations were deployed. Collected Data Includes: tide
height, current velocity, and River water temperature These measurements,
combined with marsh elevation data, will inform analyses of salt marsh inundation
rates, critical for understanding the long-term resilience of these vital ecosystems.

Community Collaborations—WRWA actively worked with local committees,
consultants, and regulatory agencies and individuals to address environmental
challenges affecting the watershed. In 2024 many hours of science related
community conversations were had to develop our 2025-2028 Strategic Plan.
Other actions taken are listed.

e Public Advocacy: WRWA published articles emphasizing the importance of the
Route 6 water and sewer project for improving water quality in Westport.

e Community Engagement: WRWA collaborated with organizations like the
Buzzards Bay Coalition to fund and give time to outreach efforts, aiming to
educate residents on the environmental and public health benefits of the
proposed sewer system.

e Informational Campaigns: WRWA'’s president, R. Michael Sullivan, authored
pieces explaining the necessity and timing of the sewer project, addressing
community concerns and highlighting the project’s long-term advantages.

e Funding and promotion of agricultural land-use practices in partnership with
the Westport Conservation Land Trust that reduce disruption to the watershed
and enhance the River’s resilience.




2024 Community Engagement Programs

Steve Connors, Community Engagement Manager

Programs with outreach and programs, with successful events catching on with the
public at the River Center and more creative ideas taking shape, thanks to our 5
environmental educator Michaelah Vasconcellos and education director Kim Botelho. [

Winter Art Show

We were thankful to utilize the beautiful Westport Art Group Gallery for our 11th
Annual Winter art show in late February. The theme for the art works was “Love Your
River”, and this concept inspired some truly creative pieces. Forty artists
participated, delivering to us a remarkable variety of artwork inspired by our
beautiful coastal environment. We appreciate the extraordinary talents of our
regional artists and enjoy the opportunity to share great art with our members and
guests each winter. Many thanks to all the donating artists.

Pollinator Party with Butterfly Effect Farm, May 19, 2024

The culminating event for a partnership launched in 2024 to promote native
pollinator plants. A fun day for the family included plant sales, insect activities, face
painting and more. Over 50 people attended.

Clean-ups

Our springtime activities included our twice-annual beach clean-ups at Cherry &
Webb Conservation Area, with many volunteers scouring the beach for trash.

We also continued our sponsorship with C.0.W. — Clean Our Westport—for town-
wide clean ups of roadsides, and scores of volunteers collected hundreds of pounds
of trash from all around Westport. WRWA acts as fiscal agent for C.O.W., accepting
donations on their behalf and hosting their meetings at the River Center.

Electronics Recycling

We filled two large box trucks with old computers and electronic equipment,
dropped off by residents of Westport and nearby towns. This event has proved to be
a very popular and valuable twice-annual event, conducted along with IndieCycle, a
nonprofit organization dedicated to recycling all the materials from electronic
devices. Since 2015, we have helped recycle close to 60,000 pounds of electronic
waste that would otherwise end up in landfills.

The Wonders of the Watershed

In the month of June, we again featured a whole month of outdoor activities. We call
it “Experience WOW”, the Wonders of the Watershed, and members and friends
came out to enjoy bird watching on Gooseberry with Paul Champlin, hiking to the
headwaters with Everett Castro from Green Futures, a dune hike with WRWA, and
oyster tasting at Westport Sea Farms.

Speaker Series

Local artist and author Pamela Lowell has released her new book, My Summer with
Ospreys, at a special event that took place at the River Center on May 18", The book
includes original watercolor paintings and describes Pam’s working with Mass
Audubon and the WRWA while monitoring nests and chicks. The book is available in
paperback. A percentage of sales from all Pam’s works is donated to support Ospreys
and their habitats.
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In an effort to acknowledge the many ways our contributors support WRWA throughout the year, members are
listed according to their total annual giving. Gifts in this total include memberships, Annual Fund contributions,
matching gifts, memorial contributions, endowment gifts, Summer Gala contributions (excluding auction

purchases) and other donations from January 1 - December 31, 2024. Every effort has been made to ensure that
these are accurate and inclusive. If you see an error, please contact the WRWA office.
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Steve and Nancy McGuiness
Arthur and Doreen McKinley
Jennifer and Timothy McMahon
Richard and Margie McNally
Sarah and Sean McNeill
Denis Meadows
Paul and Pixie Medeiros
Judy Melanson
Anthony and Rosemary Melli
Roger and Judy Menard
Jennifer Merchant
Jodi Merenda
Charlotte S. Metcalf
Michael and Margaret York
James Milkey and Cathie Martin
Barbara Millen
Jennifer Mooney
Megan and Jay Moore
David Moreira and Anne Fonseca
Hugh and Diana Morton
Meryl and Randy Moss
Amy Moyer
John Mullen
Bob Murphy
Lori Myles
Courtney Najarin
Bill and Jane Napolitano
Craig Newberger



Kirsten Newcomer
Varick Niles
Joan O’Brien
Megan O’Brien and Paul Loefstedt
Lindsay Oliveira
Amy Oliver
Noel and Linda Olsen
Jim and Carol Orie
Daniel Ostreicher
Karen Ottenstein and David Wilkens
Stanley and Mariette Paine
Laurie Palmer
Christina Pastan
Ernest Patrikis and Emily Trueblood
Geoffrey and Sara Peckham
Janet Pelletier
Melissa Pelletier
Celeste Penney
Peter Brann
Scott Pfeninger
Andrew and Kristi Pickering
Jennifer Piemme and Ellen Wells
Norma Pineault and Jay Sullivan
Potter Funeral Service, Inc.
John and Kimberly Poulton
Jason Powell
Betty Prescott
Chris and Sara Quintal
Jay and Nancy Raposa
Sharon Raposa
Shmuel and Katya Ravid
Regina and Jerry Lewis
Donald T. Reilly
Nancy and David Reny
Amy Wheeler and Timothy Reny
Feather Reynolds
Emily and Scott Richardson
Mary Ries
Frances Riley
Brooksie Robbins and
Christine Widing-Jonsson
Elizabeth Robson
June Brownell Roche
Dennis and Ruth Rog
Roger Greene and Bambi Wisbach
Christine and David Root
Katharine and Peter Rosenfeld
Jean Rosiello
Scott and Lois Rossiter
Michael and Kathy Roy
Robert and Carol Russell
Lynne Samson
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y Tripp

Billie and Jay Sanford

Edward and Kathy Sayers

Cindy Scheller

Paul and Christine Schmid

John and Kathy Schneider

Amy F. Scott

Timothy Scott and Gabriele Zybarth

Ilene Segal

Nancy and Michael Shand

Mary Ann Shea and Steven Meyrich

Eileen Wheeler Sheehan

Ed Shoucair and Joe Brevard

Stephanie Sieminski

Jennifer Silverman

Michael and Louise Silverman

Robert Simha

Randi Skeper

Martha L. Slaight

Jill Slosburg-Ackerman

David B. Smith

Richard Smith and Mary Sullivan

Lucy Snyder

Martha Soehring

Rosanne Somerson and
Jonathan Cherneff

Eva Sommaripa

Alicia A. Southwell and Kirk Grosel

Alexandra Sparks Rautiola

Joyce and Fred Sparling

Elizabeth S. Spicer

Ben and Liz Squire

Carol and Bob Stegeman

Stephen Griswold

Howard and Fredi Stevenson

Gregory and Brenda Stone

Stanley and Dawn Stopka

Carlin Stratton

Becky and Edward Stropp

Sandy Stropp

James and Patricia Stubbert

Patrick and Shelagh Sullivan

Sarah Sullivan

Jerry Sundheimer and
Elizabeth Gelfand

Arthur and Cindy Sweetser

Linda and Jeffrey Swope

Karen Morrissette Tajalli

Dennis and Susan Talbot

Jill Tate

Shana Teas

Elizabeth Temkin

Jennifer and Seth Terry



Jennifer Trayner and

Jonathan (Jack) Templin
Abigail Test
Ray and Janet Tetrault
Mary Anne Thadeu
Shaina Theodore
Christopher Thompson
Eleanor Thompson
Elizabeth Thompson
Joan Thompson
Nancy Thompson
David Tobias and Elizabeth Micheels
Ralph Tompkins and Fran Clark
Martha Torrance
Bob Trietman and Leslie Fisher
Mary Trigg and Ron Rapp
Bill and Amy Tripp
Lee O. Tripp
Linda Tripp
Pam Trippe
William and Charlotte Underwood
Paul and Martha Valcourt
Louise Van Gelder
Hilly and Piet van Loon
Nancy Vaudry
Nicole Vetiac
Victoria Black
Amir and Susan Viskin
James Von Arx Harrison
Elizabeth and Jeff Wade
Christine Hughes
Keith and Susan Watson
Barbara and Jim Watterson
Sayre Weaver
Caroline and William Wehner
Nancy Weinstein and John Dean
Philip Weinstein
Janet and Hans Wegner
Ann Forest West and

Michael T. Piering
Elizabeth White
Barbara Whitney
Judith Wicks
Evelyn Wilber and Michael Habib
Faith Wilbur and Peter D’allesandro
Jack and Kristin Wilkenson
Jan and Don Williams
Patricia Williams
Carroll and Kate Williamson
Cindy and Chip Wilson
Thomas and Anne Winner
Peter F. Wohlauer and Robin Alt

Photo by: Bill Kern

Hannah Wolbach

Barry Wood

Helen and Hilary Woodhouse
Josie Woollam

Caitlin Wright

Michael Yogman

Myrth York and David Green
Gretchen Young

Mark and Ann Young
Stephen and Kathy Young
Kristen Zeiser



S n A, Our 11* Annual Winter Art Show The
flc) Al show ran two weeks. Our community of
artists really came through for us, and we
had a great showcase of talent in 2024.
We appreciate the extraordinary talents of
our regional artists and enjoy the
opportunity to share great art with our members and guests each winter. We were
thankful to utilize the beautiful Westport Art Group Gallery for our 11" Annual
Winter Art Show in late February. The theme for the art works was “Love Your
River”, and this concept inspired some truly creative pieces. Forty artists
participated, delivering to us a remarkable variety of artwork inspired by our
beautiful coastal environment. We estimate that over two hundred people visited
the show, and again had online bidding through 32 Auctions.com.

Artists

Ray Audet
Michele Barnes Robert Dec Jill Law Nancy & Michael Shand
Dot Bergen Brad Drury Tom Leverett Kitt Shaffer
Carol Bliven Janet Dubuc Pamelalowell Dabba Stearns
Marianne Boucher Nadine Flowers Betsey MacDonald Greg Stone
Cheryle Cantin Rita Gardent Dick Manchester Amelia Tripp
Janet Carney Sandra Hall Alexandria Mauck Iria DeValles-Vieira
Pam Clarkson Barbara Healy Judy Melanson Amir Viskin
Susan Czernicka Trintje Jansen Lori Myles Faith Wilbur
Bob Daylor Debby King Robin Nunes Corey Windham

Paula Kochanek Susan Strauss

Summer Concek
2024

We are grateful to Westport
Rivers and the Russell family for
their generosity in hosting the
event, and to our generous
sponsor DSK Architects +
Planners. We thank Mid City
Steel for their additional
support. Our raffle item this
year was a cornhole set with a Westport River designed
by Kim Botelho our Education Director.

WRWA's Summer Concert at the Westport Rivers
Vineyard took place on a lovely July evening, with a
cheerful crowd thoroughly enjoying our featured artist,
Martin Sexton. This was WRWA'’s tenth annual summer
concert, another success for our organization.




River Day 2024

We featured many of the same popular vendors and exhibitors as in years
past, with the exciting addition of showcasing the Eastern Medicine
Singers Algonquin Language Culture Keepers. River Day offered fun
activities for kids, live music, food & beverages, and a lively community
drum circle. Good weather helped motivate hundreds of visitors to come
to the Head Landing on June 22.

We give thanks to all our sponsors and volunteers!

Westport River Watershed Alliance

m L&‘l.! June 'ﬁ) ’Io]‘ _

Annual Free Riverfront Festival

10a.m.to 2 p.m.
Head of Westport Town Landing

CUILTURAL COUNCIE

Jack’s Landscapin” ¢ Anchor Animal Hospital
Westport Chiropractic » Distinctive Auto Body

outreach@wrwa.com - 508-636-3016
www.westportwatershed.org




The 2024 Summer Gala was a
resounding success, bringing together
nearly 500 guests for an
unforgettable evening in support of
the Westport River Watershed
Alliance. Despite early concerns
about the weather, attendees were
treated to spectacular views from
River Rock Farm. The Gala would not
have been possible without our
incredible volunteers, whose hard
work behind the scenes made the
night truly special.

Benefactors

In honor of Harriet, Mia and Rascal
Joel and Lisa Alvord

Cecelia and Richard Armstrong
Greg Barr and Elizabeth Trippe
Bruce Bauman and Denise Selden
Katherine and Rob Beede

Mary Berg and Peter Knight

Mary Lou Boutwell and George Lister
Deborah and David Brown
Katherine Burdon and Karen Weiss
Hilary and Phil Burling

Jane Clark and Jonathan Gertler
Terry and Charlene Connolly
Harold and Geraldine Cooper
Elizabeth Coxe and David Forney
Heidi and Ralph Derbyshire

Linda and Spinner Findlay

Ed and Mary Ellen Flynn

Kit Gibson and Chas Cowing

Judy Hale

Sally Harty

Sarah and Ted Lodge

Lucy and Ward Mooney
Carol and John Moriarty
Brian and Cricket Mullaney
Stacy and Sean Mullaney
Ria and Joop Nagtegaal
Robert Pozzo

David and Gigi Priebe
Johanna and Tom Robinson
Judy and Michael Rosow
Paul and Tina Schmid
Margot and Mark Schmid
Kate and Tom Schmitt
Beverly Schuch

Elizabeth Sittenfeld
Barbara and Tom Slaight
Martha and Michael Sullivan
Don and Maggie Swift
Clement Van Buren

Patrons

Bill and Penny Agnew

Susan and John Clarke

Michael Elefante and Louise Sawyer
Barbara and Peter Humphrey
Ginger Lacy

Joanne Leary

Janie Martignetti

Sharon Nolan and James Rosenfeld
Dorrie Pizzella and Charlie Baker
Kim Beede Soule and Richard Soule
Abigail Test

Christopher Thrasher

Deborah Weaver and Phil Weinberg

Sponsors

Anonymous

Breck Arnzen and Lani Peterson-Arnzen
Soo and Sam Barnard

Maggie and Richard Beers

Gertraude Bergland

Mayke and Scott Briggs

Michael Brown and Anne Gately
Tom Boreiko and Alison Coolidge
Norm and Irene Buck

Charley and Pam Carey

Patti and Peter Cerilli

Nicholas and Meg Christ

Bruce and Karen Clarke

Charles Deknatel

Jim and Wendy Nicholas Dorsey
Tom Drew and Carolyn Benedict-Drew
Deborah and Henry Drinker

Barry and Elaine Fain

Dale Ferris

Ellen Gates and John Simeone
Gay Gillespie and Paul Mooney
Carol Ann Hayes

Ann Higgins

Lee Higgins

Meghan Hughes and Kim Mayer
Mary Ellen Kennedy

Ron Knapp

Nan Laird

Anne and Bob Larner

Gail and Richard Leonard

Lisa and Mark Luttmann

Martha Marshall

Maria O. and David D. Martin
Kristin and Bill Martin

Maury May

Becky Minard and Max Kohlenberg
Chip and Nancy McGrath

Donna and James Moody

Linda and Michael Moody

Lee Morrison and Henry Salver
Helga Faulenbach Nichols
Melinda Paine-Dupont

Peter Parker and Susan Clare
John Patterson and Michelle Demarest
Celeste Penney

Philip Snyder Foundation

Debby Robbins and George Andrews
Jeanne Segal and Tom Trainer
Eileen Wheeler Sheehan

Louise and Michael Silverman
Martha Slaight

Roseanne Somerson

Carlin Stratton and Colin Sherlow
Garrett Stuck and Pamela Coravos
William Tanski and Christine Hewes
Christopher Thompson

Katherine and Dewey Thompson
Joan Thompson

Mark and Connie Thompson

Pam Trippe

Kathy Wattles

Caroline and William Wehner

Jim and Nancy Whitin

Carroll and Kate Williamson
Gordy Wisbach

Michael Yogman



2024 Business Sponsors

ABC Rent A Tent
BayCoast Bank
Buzzards Bay Brewing
Country Woolens
Dartmouth Building Supply
Dentistry by Kevin Wendell, DDS
DSK Architects + Planners
EMC Technologies
F.L. Tripp & Sons
Graphix Plus
Lafrance Hospitality
Lees Market

Mary Ann’s Cleaning
Mechanics Cooperative Bank
Mid-City Steel
Mott & Chace Sotheby’s International Realty
Partners Village Store
Residential Preperties
Spindrift Beverage Co.
Westport Art Group
Westport Mobile Gas
Westport Rivers Vineyard
Westport Sea Farms

Foundations

L. Knife and Son Charitable Gift Fund

North American Association for Environmental Education

National Girls Collaborative

SouthCoast Community Foundation

Mass Cultural Council
Westport Education Foundation, Inc.
Van Sloun Foundation

Westport Cultural Council

In honor of Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Sears
by Martha Sears and Mary Baker

In honor of R. Michael Sullivan
by Breck Arnzen and Lani Peterson-Arnzen

In honor of Nathan and Rebecca Orie
by Jim and Carol Orie

In honor of Charley and Pat Appleton
by Myrth York and David Green

In memory of Ruth Hodge Rezendes
by Thomas and Anne Winner

In memory of Sterling Wall

by David Crane

by Karen and Robert Geiger

by Peter Brann

by Kristen and Graham Maloney
by Patricia Williams

In memory of Dr. Foster Kay

by Barbara Newbauer

by Diane Allison and David Godfrey
by Cathy and Mike Blakley

by Joe Blenner

by David Atkin

In memory of Dr. David Wallace
by Carole Schlessinger
by Adel and Blanche Foz



High School Merit Scholarships

The Westport River Watershed Alliance has
provided a Merit Award Scholarship to graduating
seniors for the past twenty-five years. This award
was made possible by the generosity of the late
Margot C. Boote, and by Bill Heath in memory of
his parents Ruth and Bill Heath. Margo, Ruth and
Bill were all committed to environmental issues
and the protection of the natural world. Up until
now, one or two recipients were selected each
year. This year, WRWA is pleased to announce
that for the first time in the program’s history, four
awardees were selected for their outstanding
academic record, commitment to the
environment, and leadership roles they
demonstrated in their chosen fields of interest.
Thanks to an anonymous donation Avery Carvalho,
Thomas Bernard, and Matthew Costa from
Westport High School and Ben Harrington from
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From left to right: Avery Carvalho, Thomas Bernard,

Dartmouth High School each received $1000. To

date, WRWA has awarded a total of fifty-one

scholarships.

Matthew Costa and Ben Harrington

Westport River Watershed Alliance 2024 Volunteers

Advocacy Committee
Burt Bryan

Roberta Carvalho

Rich Castenson

David Cole

Steve Connors

Harold Cooper

Ron Knapp

Maury May

Paul Mooney

Joop Nagtegaal

Wendy Nicholas Dorsey, Chair
Marilyn Packard-Luther
R. Michael Sullivan
Mark Thompson
Deborah Weaver

Jim Whitin

Development Committee
Steve Connors

Harold Cooper

Mary Ellen Kennedy
Jennifer Lynch

Nancy Mobley
Sean Mullaney
Gigi Priebe, Chair
Ken Short

Don Swift
Deborah Weaver
Faith Wilbur
Cindy Wilson

Education Committee
Carol Bonnar

Kim Botelho

Rich Castenson

Gay Gillespie

Dan Harrington

Carol Ann Hayes
Marilyn Packard-Luther
Bill Sherden

Cindy Smith Wilson - Chair
R. Michael Sullivan
Cindy Sweetser
Michaelah Vasconcellos
Deborah Weaver

Nancy Weinstein

Education Program Volunteers
Avery Avila
Avery Carvalho
Emily Dutra
Finnegan Hall
Dan Harrington
Korynne Holden
Charlie-Rae Lees
Mark Luttmann
Hailey Medieros
Ben Miles

Nancy Mobley
Paul Mooney
Sarah Perry
Madison Plourde
Jordan Silva
Colleen Smith
Cindy Smith Wilson
Michael Sullivan
Cindy Sweetser
Ella Turenne



2024 Volunteers Continued

Finance Committee
Joanne Leary
Jennifer Lynch

Paul Mooney

Sean Mullaney, Chair
William Sherdon

Ken Short

Martha Slaight

R. Michael Sullivan
Donald Swift
Deborah Weaver

Fishing Invitational
Sam Barnard

Chris Chan

Wyatt Cooper
Jonathan Gertler
Ray Jarvis

Chris Killenberg
Ryan Kim

Parker Mauck

R. Michael Sullivan
Drew Taber

Gala Committee
Steve Connors

Harold Cooper

Mark Luttman, Co-chair
Lisa Luttman

Jennifer Lynch

Nancy Mobley

Sean Mullaney

Gigi Priebe

Ken Short

Don Swift

Deborah Weaver

Faith Wilbur

Cindy Wilson, Co-chair

River Day Volunteers
Jaira Bernardo

Ali Branco

Bill Chace

Joanne Chevriere
Geraldine Cooper
Harold “Coop” Cooper
Sally Dey

Mirai Diaz

Monika Dube

Anne Gately

Ryan Keane

Jill Kelsall

Joanne Leary

Lisa Luttmann
Mark Luttmann
Joop Nagtegaal
Wendy Nichols
Riley Oliver

Susan Oliver

Gigi Priebe

Lillian Shciff

Bill Sherden

Molly Sheridan
Kayki Sousa Santos
Denise Sullivan
Mike Sullivan

Rich Tate

Elenaor Thompson
Chip Wilson

Cindy Wilson
Westport Fire Explorers

Summer Gala Volunteers
Donna Amaral
Jaira Bernardo
Jared Bernardo
Colleen Brady
Julia Brewster
Craig Broady
Joanne Chevriere
Wyatt Cooper

Liz Coxe

Addie Creelman
Kaitlyn daSilva
Monika Dube
Regina Dube
Roland Dube

Liz Farley

Gay Gillespie
Ginny Greenwood
Joy Hankin

Carol Ann Hayes
Barbara Healy
Richard ligen
Mary Ellen Kennedy
Debby King

Mark LaValley

Jill Law

Joanne Leary
Lisa Luttmann
Mark Luttmann
John McMahon
Judy Melanson
Tom Merchant
Nancy Mobley
Richard Mobley
Carol Moriarty
Sean Mullaney
Joop Nagtegaal
Helga Nichols
Wendy Nicholas Dorsey,
Robin Nunes
Norma Pineault
Paul Pineault
Gigi Priebe
Zoey Reis

Bill Sherden
Molly Sherden
Jay Sullivan
Mike Sullivan
Don Swift
Maggie Swift
Jess Weaver
Phil Wienberg
Eveyln Wilbur
Chip Wilson
Cindy Wilson
Westport Fire Explorers

River Tour Volunteers
Capt. Bill Chace

Wendy Henderson
Molly Sherden

Bill Sherden

Electronics Recycling Volunteers
Joanne Chevriere
Richard ligen

Mark Luttmann

Julie Morse

Joop Nagtegaal
Marilyn Packard Luther
Norma Pineault

Mike Sullivan

Evelyn Wilber

Cindy Wilson



2024 Volunteers Continued

Winter Art Show Volunteers
Lorraine Audet
Ray Audet

Susan Czernicka
Bob Dec

Rita Gardent
Ginny Greenwood
Sandra Hall
Barbara Healy
Trintje Jansen
Debby King

Tom Leverett

Pam Lowell

Lori Myles

Nancy Shand
Faith Wilbur

Science Committee
Burt Bryan

Pam Beck

Roberta Carvalho
Rich Castenson

Bill Chase

Mark Luttmann, Chair
Henry J. Frisch

Tom Merchant

Joop Nagtegaal

Ken Perez

R. Michael Sullivan
Deborah Weaver

Science Volunteers
Elise Ahmed
Leah Ahmed
Kim Botelho
John Bullard

Ed Carey

Cameron Carvalho

Sue Daylor

Paul Dobbins

Wendy Nicholas Dorsey
Gay Gillespie

Andy and Lanni Goff
Mark Luttmann

Mary Anne Sedney
Mark Strauss

R. Michael Sullivan

Don Swift

Michaelah Vasconcellos
Tom White

Jim Whitin
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